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Buck Mountain Church s t ands  i n  a  shaded burying ground on t h e  o u t  
s k i r t s  of  the  v i l l a g e  of E a r l y s v i l l e  i n  Albemarle County. The buff  psi-nted 
frame b u i l d i n g  measures 50'2" X 26'3" and i s  s e t  on a  low rubble  foundat ion.  
A s  o r i g i n a l l y  cons t ruc ted  i n  1747 i t  measured 60' X 3 0 ' .  Despi te  the  
reduct ion  i n  s i z e  fol lowing i t s  dismantlement,  moving, and r e - e r e c t i o n  
around 1861, i t  i s  be l ieved  t h a t  most of the  b u i l d i n g ' s  p re sen t  roof t r u s s e s  
upr ight  framing members, and hewn f l o o r  j o i s t s  d a t e  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  cou- 
s t r u c t i o n .  Some of the  beaded clapboarding on the  no r th  s i d e  a l s o  may be 
c o l o n i a l .  The bui ld ing  is covered by a  gable  roof wi th  a  simple co rn ice  
t h a t  r e t u r n s  on the  gable  ends. This corn ice  probably d a t e s  from the  
r ebu i ld ing .  A doublc door on thc  no r th  s i d e  has been boarded over ,  and t h e  
church i s  now entered  through double doors  on the  west end south  s i d e s .  
Some of the  t r i m  around the  west door may be o r i g i n a l .  The cur ious  a r r ange  
mel?t of doors  on the  no r th  and south  s i d e s  has l ed  t o  t h e  specu la t ion  t h a t  
the  church was reversed  i n  t h e  r ebu i ld ing ,  and t h a t  the  no r th  door was t h e  
o r i g i n a l  south  door,  wi th  the  present  south  cloorway d a t i n g  from t h e  1860's .  

The church has t h r e e  windows on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  each con ta in ing  
e a r l y  but  not  o r i g i n a l  s ix -ove r - s ix  sash.  A sinall v e s t r y  has been added 
t o  the  p resen t  e a s t  end. . A nine teenth-century  la t t ice-work  be11 tower 
s tands  t o  t h e  e a s t  of the  v e s t r y .  

The i n t e r i o r  wa l l s  of t h e  church axe wainscoted. , P l a s t e r  is 
ei~i~,l.oyed on the upper po r t ions  of the  w a l l s  and on the  f l a t  ce i l i .ng .  The 
smal lcna~lce l  has  a  semi-c i rcu lar  a l t a r  r a i l  w i th  b a l u s t e r s  and simple 
h a n d r a i l .  On each s i d e  of t h e  a l t a r  is a  door leading  t o  t h e  v e s t r y .  I t  
is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some of t h e  wainscoti.ng and' Eloor boards a r e  o r i g i n a l .  
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Buck Mountain Church is a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r a r i t y  f o r  being one of two 
remaining c o l o n i a l  Anglican churches i n  V i r g i n i a ' s  Piedmont s e c t i o n .  It  
is a l s o  one of some half-dozen frame c o l o n i a l  churches i n  t h e  S t a t e .  The 

s u r v i v a l  of t h i s  s t e r n l y  simple e d i f i c e  a f f o r d s  the  oppor tuni ty  of 
approximating t h e  genera l  form of c o l o n i a l  churches e rec t ed  i n  t h i s  reg ion  
o f  Virg in ia .  As con t r a s t ed  wi th  t h e  more s u b s t a n t i a l  Tidewater churches:  
w i t h  t h e i r  f i n e  brickwork and hndsome i n t z r i o r  appointments,  the f r o n t i e r  
Piedmont churches such a s  Buck Mountain were q u i t e  a u s t e r e  and a lmost  
always were of frame. 
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1:uck Mountain Church was one of t h r e e  frame churches br1il.t i n  
Frederi.cksvi.l le Z'drisli soon after i t s  foslnation i n  1742, A f t e r  the  
Dises tab l i shment ,  i n  t h e  period 1801-1833, t h e  church was used by non- 
Episcopal ians ,  c l l ie f ly  Bap t i s t s .  Orving t o  t h i s  f a c t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  the Episcopal ians had no t i t l e  t o  t h e  church recorded a t  t h e  

'Albemarle County Court I.Iouse, t h e  o r i g i n a l  had t o  repurchase 
t h e i r  own bu i ld ing  when i t  was decided t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p a r i s h  i n  1633. 
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The church was dismantled and moved t o  i ts present  s i t e  from i t s  
o r i g i n a l  s i t e  on "the road from Michie 's  Tavern t o  E a r l y s v i l l e "  (about two 
mi les  west of  t h e  p re sen t  l oca t ion )  i n  the  1860's.  I t  was a t  t h i s  time 
chat  t h e  bu i ld ing  may have been re-or ien ted  and reduced i n  s i z e .  The 
former s i t e  rms marked by two gravestones,  bu t  the;. no longcr  can be seen ,  
I n  1930 t h e  Colonial  Dsmes e rec t ed  a  g r a n i t e  mrlcer  comnlemorating t h e  Churcl 
j u s t  ou t s ide  t h e  present  churchyard. Ti~c o r i g i n a l  manuscripr of 
F r e d e r i c k s v i l l c  p a r i s h ' s  v e s t r y  book (1742-1787) i s  on loan  a t  t h e  S t a t e  
Library  i n  Richmond. 
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tion;il H ~ s t o r i c  I J r r s e r v n t ~ ~ ~ n  A c t  o f  19611 (I'tiblic I.:nr 

89~665). 1 herciiy nominate t h i s  prouerty fo r  inclusiori 

in  the  National  Reg i s t e r  and  cert ify that i t  has been  

evaluated eccatd~ril: to  t h e  cri teria urid procerlures s e t  

forth by tl,c.Ni~tional Park Servicc.  The rrcornn!eailvd 

l eve l  of s ipn i f i cv i~cc  o! this  nonilnatlor? is :  

National  n State ll.ocal CJ 11 
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I hrrclly ccr t i ly  that th i s  ptopcrty is i~ ic l i>ded  in  the  

Nutioniil 1:ci:ister. 

-- 
Cll ief ,  O f f i c e  o f  Archeology and I l i s lor ic  I-'reservation 
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